Charges brought by the NC Medicaid Investigations Unit
December 2011

Name




County



Provider Type
ABSHER, JESSICA


Alleghany

Home Health Care Agency

BINGMAN, BILLIE JO

BREWSTER, CRYSTAL

COOK, LISA

MAHAN, RENA

PAYNE, DESIREE

WILLIAMS, TAMMY

These individuals were all employees of Families First Home Health Care and are alleged to have submitted false timesheets indicating they provided personal care services that were not provided.  They were arrested Thursday, December 15. Special Agent Emily Foss investigated the cases and Assistant Attorney General Laura Lansford will help prosecute them.  Sheriff David Edwards, the Alleghany County Sheriff’s Office, Captain Frank Sanders, the Sparta Police Department, District Attorney Tom Horner of Alleghany County, the United States Department of Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General, and the Internal Revenue Service assisted with the cases.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the cases proceed, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of:  $7,500.00 for Absher; $2,500.00 for Bingman; $25,000.00 for Brewster; $8,000.00 for Cook; $1,500.00 for Mahan; $400.00 for Payne, and $5,500.00 for Williams.
ATKINS, PATRICIA

Alleghany


Aiding and Abetting
SANCHEZ, DWANA
These individuals participated with employees of Families First Home Health Care by allegedly signing blank time sheets for services they had not received. They were arrested Thursday, December 15.   Special Agent Emily Foss investigated the cases and Assistant Attorney General Laura Lansford will help prosecute them.  Sheriff David Edwards, the Alleghany County Sheriff’s Office, Sheriff Graham Atkinson, the Surry County Sheriff’s and District Attorney Tom Horner of Alleghany County assisted with the cases.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the cases proceed, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of:  $2,500.00 for Atkins; and $1,500.00 for Sanchez.
HOTKA, SARINA


Cumberland

Home Health Care Agency
Ms. Hotka is charged with eight (8) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly billing the Medicaid program for providing unauthorized personal care services.  Financial Investigator Doug Crawley investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Erica Bing will help prosecute it.  Chief Tom Bergamine, the Fayetteville Police Department and District Attorney Billy West of Cumberland County with the case.  Hotka is suspected to be in Iowa.
While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $150,000.00.

ROGERS, GLORIA


Cumberland


Speech Therapy
Ms. Rogers is charged with seven counts (7) of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly billing the Medicaid program for speech therapy services she was not licensed to provide.  She was arrested Thursday, December 15.   Financial Investigator David Weaver investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Erica Bing will help prosecute it.  Chief Tom Bergamine, the Fayetteville Police Department and District Attorney Billy West of Cumberland County assisted with the case.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $50,000.00.

THOMPSON, RONNIE

Gaston

Private Duty Nursing
Mr. Thompson is charged with seven (7) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting time sheets to be used to bill the Medicaid program for home nursing services he did not provide.  He was arrested Thursday, December 15.  Financial Investigator Margaret Chambers investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Laura Lansford will help prosecute it.  Chief Tim Adams, the Gastonia Police Department and District Attorney Locke Bell of Gaston County assisted with the case.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $45,000.00.

MUHAMMAD, KENDAR MALIK 
Guilford
Home Health Care Agency

(AKA TERRY WRIGHT)
Mr. Muhammad is charged with two (2) counts of Obtaining Property By False Pretenses and thirteen counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly providing false information on his application for a Medicaid provider number and for billing for providing Personal Care Services to deceased recipients.  He was arrested Thursday, December 15.  Financial Investigator Doug Crawley investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General John Parris will help prosecute it.  Chief Kenneth Miller, the Greensboro Police Department and District Attorney Doug Henderson of Guilford County assisted with the case.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $200,000.00.

MCLEAN, CYNTHIA DENISE

Harnett
Home Health Care Agency

Ms. McLean is charged with three (3) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting timesheets used to bill the Medicaid program for Personal Care Services she did not provide.  She was arrested Thursday, December 15.  Financial Investigator Jim Bryan investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Wayne Yancey will help prosecute it.  The Harnett County Sheriff’s Department and District Attorney Vernon Stewart of Harnett County assisted with the case.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $8,000.00.

CHAVIS-WATFORD, MARILYN
Hertford
Home Health Care Agency
Ms. Chavis-Watford pleaded guilty Friday, December 16 to two counts of Attempted Medicaid Provider Fraud for billing for Personal Care Services that had not been provided through her company, Reliable Health Care Services.  She was sentenced to 30 days suspended and 12 months of unsupervised probation and paid $2,352.48 in restitution to the North Carolina Fund for Medical Assistance, a $400 fine and court costs.  She had previously paid $23,969.72 to the Medicaid program for these fraudulent billings.  
Special Agent John Perkinson investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Erica Bing helped prosecute it.  Sheriff Juan Vaughn, the Hertford County Sheriff’s Office and District Attorney Valerie Asbell assisted with the case.  

EBRAHIM, LAKETHA

Pitt


Home Health Care Agency
Ms. Ebrahim is charged with two (2) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting timesheets to be used to bill the Medicaid Program for respite services she did not provide to two recipients.  She was arrested Thursday, December 15.    Financial Investigator Joyce Dennis investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Daniel Spillman will help prosecute it.  Chief Scott Cunningham, the Winston-Salem Police Department and District Attorney Clark Everett of Pitt County assisted with the case.  

While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $1,400.00.

BROWN, GERALYN

Robeson

Home Health Care Agency
Ms. Brown is charged with two (2) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting timesheets used to bill the Medicaid program for Personal Care Services she did not provide.  She was arrested Thursday, December 15.  Senior Financial Investigator Charles Haywood investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Wayne Yancey will help prosecute it.  Chief Michael McNeil, the Lumberton Police Department and District Attorney L. Johnson Britt of Robeson County assisted with the case. 
While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $1,000.00.

BURNS, MALCOLM

Union


Mental Health Provider
Mr. Burns is charged with four (4) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting time sheets used to bill the Medicaid program for Community Support Services to Medicaid recipients that were not provided.  He was arrested Thursday, December 15.  Financial Investigator Margaret Chambers investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Laura Lansford will help prosecute it.  Captain Nick Pelicone of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department and District Attorney Trey Robinson of Union County assisted with the case.
While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $18,000.00.

HAILEY, ANDORA

Wake


Mental Health Provider
Ms. Hailey is charged with four (4) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly submitting timesheets to be used to bill the Medicaid program for Community Support Services she did not provide.  She was arrested Thursday, December 15.    Senior Financial Investigator Leisa Willis investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Daniel Spillman will help prosecute it. Captain Carrigan, the Raleigh Police Department and District Attorney Sam Currin of Vance County assisted with the case.
While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $25,000.00.

BATTS, TIMOTHY


Wayne



Group Home
Mr. Batts is charged with five (5) counts of Medicaid Provider Fraud for allegedly billing the Medicaid program for providing unauthorized services at his group home and for billing for services to Medicaid recipients that were not provided.  Senior Financial Investigator David Haire investigated the case and Assistant Attorney General Daniel Spillman will help prosecute it.  Captain A.B. Lull, the Raleigh Police Department and District Attorney Branny Vickory of Wayne County assisted with the case.  Batts is suspected to be in Georgia.
While the amount of monetary loss to the Medicaid program is subject to adjustment as the case proceeds, the State estimates the losses to be in excess of $20,000.00.

