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We previousiy reported on North Carolina state and county-ieve\ criminal charging data. In our earlier
report (here) we provided data on charges. charged defendants and charged cases for felonies and
misdemeanors, and broke misdemeanors down into non-traffic and traffic offenses. In this report, wé
present more detailed information about the nature of the felony and misdemeanor charges prought in
North Carolina in 2019. For felony offenses, we provide data at the state and county |evel on, aMmong
other things, the number of non-violent and violent felony charges, and separate out drug charges. At
the misdemeanor level, we parse the data into still more categories, including preakdowns for, among
other things, pw!i and related charges. non-DWI traffic charges, ordinance violations, and non-violent
and violent misdemeanor charges. There isalotto unpack in our new spreadsheet. in this report, we
present some of the top line results. A spreadsheet with the data s available here.

statewide Data—-Felonies
Qur analysis <hows that violent crimes constitute @
relatively small percentage of all charged crimes, for
poth felonies and misdemeanors. in 2019, there were
342,618 felony charges statewide. Only 16.4% of those
charges wereé for violent crimes; 83 6% were for
nonviolent offenses. felony drug crimes make up almost
33% (112,648 charges) of total felony charges. Even
when felony drug charges are removed from the 83.6% WE aE FOR NONV (OLENT
analysis, violent offenses constitute only 24.4% of the
T felony charges: As described pelow, We took @
o U s as yiOIENt OF nonviolent. for example, even though purglary
~ . 1ant on the reasoning that such @
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In 2019:

A 1.6M misdemeanor charges6.66% violent
1M = nonrDWI related traffic offenses

A 343K felony charges16.4% violent

Table 6. Most commonly charged nonviolent, non-DWI misdemeanor traffic offenses—2019

'?'c])-lmagistrate Non-DWI Misdemeanor Traffic Offenses Number
Individuals & speeding 236,281
businesses Expired Registration 208,971
Driving while License Revoked, Mot Impaired Revocation 1/0,663

MNo Operator's License 117,789

Law enforcement Operating a Vehicle with No Insurance 55,176
g%gg?é%e > Fictitious or Altered | itle, Registration, or Plate 39,013
Citation Reckless Driving to Fndanger 29,735
Arrest ' Drive or Permit to be Driven Motor Vehicle No Registration 26,717
Canceled, Revoked, or Suspended Certificate or Tag 26,589

Reckless Driving - Wanton Disregard 20,976

Driving while License Revoked, Impaired Revocation 18,576

Window Tinting Violation 12,448

Mo Liability Insurance 11,442

Possession or Display of Altered, Fictitious, or Revoked Driver's License 5,727



In 2019:
A 1.6M misdemeanor charges6.66% violent
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Table 5. Most commonly charged nonviolent, non-traffic misdemeanor offenses—2019

Nonvioclent Misdemeanor Charge Number

'?’cl)lmagistrate Misdemeanor larceny 44,667
Individuals & Possession of drug paraphemalia 38,688
businesses Possession of up to 1/2 ounce manjuana 31287
Possession of manjuana paraphemalia 30,623

LA T e Resisting an officer 28016
No charge Second-degree respass 22,7
g:;/aetirzlr?n J Injury to personal property 15525
Arrest > Possession of a Schedule VI controlled substance 12 883
Possession of stolen goods Q027

Public order, froe teat B2/6

Shoplifting, concealment of goods 6916

Injury to real property 6,431

Caring concealed gun bA473

Possession of Schedule |V controlled substance 4 BOS




In 2019:
A 1.6M misdemeanor charges6.66% violent |

A 343K felony charges16.4% violent
33% (112,648) = drug charges
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