
Thank you for joining.  The webinar will begin shortly. 





The webinar is also available on YouTube Live at
https://www.youtube.com/@NCAGO/streams.

Transcription is available on Zoom and can be turned on at the bottom of 
your screen.

We have a limited amount of time today but will try to address questions 
not covered in the presentations in a follow-up email. Please submit 
questions via the Q&A link on Zoom or via email to outreach@ncdoj.gov.

The webinar will be recorded, and we will share a link to the recording in a 
follow-up communication.



Presenters
• Dr. Shaneeka Moore-Lawrence, NCPTA President 

• Baker Burleson, parent advocate

• Deputy Secretary William Lassiter, NC Dep’t of Public Safety

• Lieutenant Billy Gartin, Raleigh Police Dep’t































William Lassiter, NC DPS Deputy Secretary 
for Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention
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North Carolina Child Homicide rates remain high in 
2020 and 2021

Source: NC State Center for Health Statistics & National Center for Health Statistics 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
US 2.1 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.2 2.2 2.8 3.0
NC 2.1 1.8 1.5 2.2 2.2 2.4 2.2 2.4 4.0 4.0

Deaths 
per 

100,000 
Children 

Ages 
10 to 17

* Homicide includes the following ICD mortality codes : X85-Y09 (Assault), Y87.1 (Sequelae of assault), U01 (Terrorism Assault)

Child Homicide Rates, Ages 0 to 17: US & NC,  2012-2021
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Child deaths in NC due to firearm injury skyrocketed in 2020 and 
2021: 2021 rate is an increase of 231% since 2012

• From 2012 through 2021, over 600 
NC children ages 17 and younger 
died from firearm-related injuries.

• In 2021, firearms were the lethal 
means used in most youth suicides 
and homicides.

• Child firearm injury hospitalizations 
increased by 120% from 2016-
2020, and child emergency 
department visits for firearm injury 
increased by 68% from 2017-2021.
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Firearm-related Mortality Rates Children Ages 0 
to 17: NC & US, 2012-2021



Safe Firearm 
Storage and 
Child Access

• 2016 study: more than half of all gun owners store at least one gun 
unsafely.

• 2021 BRFSS Survey:  42% of NC adults have a firearm in or around the 
home, and over half of firearms that are stored loaded are also 
unlocked.  

• Studies show that most kids know where parents keep their guns, 
but parents often think they don’t.

• 2021 YRBS survey:  30% of NC high school students reported it would 
take them less than an hour to get and be ready to fire a loaded gun 
without a parent or other adult’s permission; for white males, it was 
40%. 

• Studies show that most guns used in youth suicide and school 
shootings come from home.

• Study in JAMA Pediatrics 2019: estimated that up to 32% of youth 
firearm deaths by suicide and unintentional firearm injury could be 
prevented through safe storage of firearms in homes with youths.

• Approximately 30 million children lived in households with firearms, 
7 million more than in 2015. Approximately 4.6 million children lived 
in a home with loaded and unlocked firearms. 
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Almost 1/3 of high school students know how 
to readily access a loaded firearm

29.5%

70.5%

High School Students Who Reported It Would Take Them Less Than an Hour to Obtain 
and Be Ready to Fire a Firearm Without an Adult’s Permission, 2021

Source: North Carolina High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey (NC YRBS), NC Department of Public Instruction, 2021
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In the past four fiscal years, juvenile firearm offenses rose from 1,000 annually 
to more than 4,000 annually related to the population of youth added to 
juvenile jurisdiction.



NCDHHS, Division of Public Health | NC Child Fatality Prevention Summit | March 30, 2023 25

Firearm Safe Storage Strategies

1.Safe Storage Campaign 

2.Gun Storage Map: resource for firearm 
owners who wish to temporarily store firearms 
outside of the home.

3.Promote safe storage practices through 
creation of local Firearm Safety Teams (FST).

4.Provide Counseling on Access to Lethal 
Means (CALM) which includes firearms,   
medications, and other methods.
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NC Gun Safe Storage Map
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Additional Resources
To learn more about NC S.A.F.E. and to access resources including safe storage 
checklists and tips for talking with your kids, visit ncsafe.org. To request gun 
locks and safes, contact ncsafe@ncdps.gov.

988 Suicide & Crisis Line offers 24/7 access to trained crisis counselors who 
can help people experiencing mental health related distress. You may call for 
yourself or if you are worried about a loved one. The line is free and 
confidential.

Baker Burleson’s post on guns and suicide is available at 
https://williamburleson.substack.com/p/how-guns-and-suicidal-thoughts-
interact/comments.



Thank you being here today.

Join us on November 1 to learn about how to protect kids from
online crimes including sexual exploitation, trafficking, and sextortion.

Ncdoj.gov/nextgenwebinar


