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Mission Health’s Board of Directors
announces that it has signed a Letter of
Intent to enter into exclusive discussions
to sign a deal with HCA Healthcare, Inc. 

Cancer patients raise concerns about HCA’s
commitment to providing comprehensive
cancer services in western North Carolina and
protest HCA’s decision to close the Mission
Cancer Center Pharmacy. Attorney General
Stein informs HCA that he is concerned that
HCA is violating the APA’s commitments
regarding oncology services.

Attorney General Stein and Dogwood
Health Trust notify HCA of two potential
breaches of the APA. Attorney General
Stein insists that HCA remedy the potential
breaches.

Attorney General Stein raises concerns
with HCA about its implementation of the
Charity Care policy required under the
APA.

The Mission Health Board of Directors votes to
sell the health system’s assets to HCA. As part
of the proposed transaction, HCA and Mission
Health initially agree that HCA can begin
discontinuing certain services at Mission
facilities beginning in January 2024.

Messino Cancer Group announces that it will no
longer provide treatment at Mission Hospital to
adults with leukemia and lymphoma because HCA
has failed to provide adequate staff and
resources. Attorney General Stein demands that
HCA explain its decrease in cancer services.

Local Emergency Management Services personnel
notify Attorney General Stein of long turnaround
times for patients transported to Mission Hospital
by ambulance.

Attorney General Stein reviews the proposed
transaction because HCA is a for-profit entity
and Mission Health is a non-profit. Attorney
General Stein concludes that the sales price
was fair market and that Dogwood Health Trust
will continue to provide charitable services.

On October 31, 2023, Attorney General
Stein informs Dogwood Health Trust that he
believes HCA has breached the APA by
failing to continue oncology and
emergency and trauma services at Mission
Hospital. Attorney General Stein’s letter
informs Dogwood Health Trust that if HCA
remains in breach of the APA in 40 days,
he reserves the right to take legal action.

On December 14, 2023, Attorney General
Stein sues HCA for breach of the APA in
Buncombe County Superior Court.

Attorney General Stein conditions his non-objection to the
proposed transaction on HCA’s agreement to additional
protections for patients. These commitments include a
promise to keep Mission’s multiple facilities open and to
continue to offer critical services through 2029, instead of
2024. Attorney General Stein also negotiates his own right to
enforce HCA’s commitments.


